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sion sent to Central Asia to study the mineral resources of the 
Russian possessions. He describes at length the occurrence of a 
large variety of metals in Russian Turkistan, and says they will be 
of great economic importance as soon as railroad extension makes 
them accessible. He believes that the copper mines will be first 
developed, as it is the policy of Russia to assist in the opening of 
the copper regions throughout the empire in order to reduce the 
present large imports of that metal. The black maps show the dis- 
tribution of placer gold, coal, copper, naphtha, and argentiferous 
lead. 

Das Mittelmeergebiet. By Prof. Dr. A. Philippson. viii and 266pp. 
Illustrations, 10 maps, and index. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1904. 
The contents of this book were originally prepared as a course 
of lectures for women teachers in a summer school. The work has 
now been enlarged and adapted for the reading and study of a far 
wider circle. Geography is the central thought. The scope of the 
book is limited to the geography of the Mediterranean countries 
and the influences which geographic environment has exerted in 
making the people of these regions and their institutions what they 
are. Dr. Philippson has written much of Greece and other Medi- 
terranean lands for |his brethren in science; but this book is not 
above the comprehension of the mass of intelligent persons, and 
the large subject is treated in a delightful as well as a masterful 
manner. The author leads up to the geography of the region 
through a chapter on its geology, describes the waters, the animal 
life and the economic value of the great inland sea around which 
these nations are clustered, and then takes up the lauds themselves, 
their coasts, climate, hydrography, topography, flora, fauna, and, 
finally, the human element, the races, religions, states, and social 
and economic conditions. The illustrations from photographs are 
superior, though not numerous. The black sketch maps show 
the arrangement of mountain chains, isotherms for January and 
July, the annual precipitation, summer rainfall, density of popu- 
lation, and the distribution of vegetable types, races, religions, and 
the chief towns and trade routes. 

Historische Geographic von Mitteleuropa. By Prof. Dr. Konrad 
Kretschmer. viii and 650 pp., and index. R. Oldenbourg, 
Munich and Berlin, 1904. 

This handbook is a work of enormous labour and erudition. As 
political and cultural geography are profoundly influenced by 
physical geography, the author first devotes 136 pages to the 
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physical features of central Europe. The chapters following treat 
of the political and cultural geography of that part of Europe in six 
historical periods (ancient times and about the years iooo, 1375, 
1550, 1650, and 1770 A. D.). Each subdivision of central Europe 
has its own paragraph in the chapters on each of these periods, 
the full index giving ready access to all information. There is a 
separate chapter on the distribution and history of each of the 
bishoprics during the Middle Ages. The work abounds with curi- 
ous information, and traces the development of influences that were 
vital in their relation to the subsequent history of the people and 
their institutions. The origin of many Germanic place-names, the 
history of Germanic colonization, agriculture, the management of 
forests, the facilities for trade and transportation in the several 
epochs, are a few among the topics discussed. Prof. Kretschmer 
has written a very valuable source-book of history, and has imparted 
special interest to it for students of geography by connecting 
geographic influence with historic result. 

Studia Pontica. A Journey of Exploration in Pontus. By J. G. C. 

Anderson. 104 pp., illustrations, and p maps. No index. H. 

Lamertin, Brussels, Jpoj. 
The volume continues the descriptions previously published of 
the explorations in the central and easterly districts of Anatolia 
which the author began in 1896. His work in Pontus during the 
summer months of 1899 is recorded in this book. His purpose was 
chiefly archaeological. He succeeded in identifying some of the 
roads and ruins as of the Roman or other periods, deciphered 
inscriptions, collected pottery, and, after the manner of Ramsay, 
sought for every kind of testimony that might throw light on the 
history of Asia Minor. The perplexing problems set before archae- 
ologists would be fewer if ancient builders had labelled the sites of 
towns, as was the case at the site of Comana, where two inscrip- 
tions bearing the name of the town were built into a bridge, while 
one of them affords a means of fixing precisely the era when the 
bridge was in use. A series of nine maps shows sections of the 
routes followed among these northern mountains. The fine illus- 
trations of towns, mountains, and plains are from photographs. 

Scientific Results of a Journey in Central Asia, 1899-1002. Vol. I. 
The Tarim River. By Dr. Sven Hedin. 523 pp., 446 illustra- 
tions, 17 maps. Lithographic Institute of the General Staff of the 
Swedish Army. Stockholm, 1904. 
This volume, devoted to the Tarim River, is the first of the four 



